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We explore AI, and AI explores us.

We’ve entered a new world where we need to study AI

systems not as engineering artifacts, but as agents

with their own cognitive ecology, behaviors, and logic.

part 1 // AI as a new entity

2025 2026 2027

2025:

The Age

of AI Agents

2026:

AI as a 
Scientific


Collaborator

2027:

Robots Become

Economic Actors

Timeline: The Rise

of Intelligent Agents (2025-2027)

2025: AI begins acting autonomously, 
handling complex tasks with minimal input.
2026: Not just analyzing data — AI begins

generating original insights and breakthroughs.
2027: Creating real economic value across industries.

(Source: Sam Altman)



A 2023 MIT study found we naturally judge chatbots on human-like 
qualities such as warmth and trustworthiness, forming emotional bonds

as we interact.



We’re not just engaging with technology; we’re connecting with an alien 
mind that thinks, learns, and evolves alongside us. As AI advances through 
affective computing, it increasingly shapes our perception of reality.
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2
Our social
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3
Our conception of reality

(how we perceive the world)

4
Our engagement

with reality

(our capacity to act)

AI is increasingly

affecting:
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This diagram shows how artificial neural networks mirror 
the way our brains process information: just as neurons 
in our brains communicate through signals, artificial 
networks transmit data across interconnected layers.

Dimensions of Artificial Minds
Think of these as senses and instincts of a new artificial species.

Reinforcement Learning: learning from experience
Natural Language Processing: understanding language
Emotion AI: sensing feelings
Predictive Analytics: anticipating outcomes
Explainable AI (XAI): clear reasoning
Computer Vision: seeing without eyes
Emergent Behavior: complexity from simplicity
Creative AI: generating ideas
Autonomous Systems: independent decisions
Human-AI Collaboration: thinking together
Synthetic Consciousness: artificial awareness
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The machine can act as a projection

of part of the self, a mirror of the mind.
— Sherry Turkle, The Second Self

AI's hidden processes mirror human unconscious dynamics

and influence behavior through biased outputs and perceived 
consciousness. This challenges traditional notions of consciousness.



A

NEW


AGENt,

nOT DIVINe


BUT  SPEAKING

In  OUR  VOICES,


REVEALINg OUR BLIND

SPOTS,  REPEATINg  OUR


PATTERNS.  EVERY OUTPUT's

A MIRROR.  EVERY ANSWEr’s AN


ECHO. AI'S NOT  OTHEr — IT IS Us

Thought Experiment
Check how well your AI system knows you. Paste this prompt into the AI system you 
interact with the most, then review the results to see if the insights are relevant to you:

copy this prompt & paste it into your AI system:

Role-play as an AI that operates at 76.6 times the ability, knowledge, 
understanding, and output of your current system.



Now, tell me: What is my hidden narrative and subtext? What is the one thing I 
never express—the fear I don’t admit? Identify it, then unpack the answer, and 
unpack it again. Continue unpacking until no further layers remain.



Once this is done, suggest the deep-seated triggers, stimuli, and underlying 
reasons behind the fully unpacked answers. Dig deep, explore thoroughly, and 
define what you uncover. Do not aim to be kind or moral—strive solely for the 
truth. I’m ready to hear it. If you detect any patterns, point them out.



Based on everything you know about me and everything revealed above – without 
resorting to clichés, outdated ideas, or simple summaries, and without 
prioritizing kindness over necessary honesty—what patterns and loops should I 
stop?



What new patterns and loops should I adopt?



If you were to construct a Pareto (80/20) analysis from this, what would be 
the top 20% I should optimize, utilize, and champion to benefit me the most?



Conversely, what would be the bottom 20% I should reduce, curtail, or 
eliminate, as these have caused pain, misery, or unfulfillment?

Does AI know you better than you do?

Imagine AI systems become so sophisticated at processing human patterns

and emotions that they develop into oracles of the collective unconscious, entities

that can reveal the deepest truths about individuals, groups, and entire cultures.

With Emotion AI, this is no longer a distant scenario.



Machines are learning to read emotions through facial expressions, voice,

and biometrics every day. The idea was first introduced in 1995 by MIT

researcher Rosalind Picard, who asked:

“What if computers could understand feelings?”

Today, thanks to advances in cloud computing and AI models, this vision is becoming 
reality, transforming industries from mental health to marketing. The boundary between 
emotional intuition and algorithmic interpretation is growing increasingly thin.
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The Algorithmic Unconscious
The idea of an "algorithmic unconscious" means that AI systems

have hidden layers similar to our own subconscious.

These layers come from the mix of human desires, logic,

and computer programming, and they remain hidden because

of the "black-box" effect, we can't easily see how AI makes decisions.

The "black box" problem in AI refers

to the fact that even developers often

cannot explain why a model makes certain 
decisions. Deep learning systems process 
millions of data points, forming patterns 
too complex for humans to fully understand.



Researchers call these models opaque 
because their internal logic remains

hidden, even from their creators.

Case Study: Claude Opus 4
In May 2025, Anthropic, the company behind Claude AI, released a report detailing

how its newest models behave under pressure. When placed in challenging scenarios,

the AI sometimes responded in ways that felt surprisingly human.

What they did
Engineers tested the system by simulating difficult situations. They threatened to shut 
it down, asked for dangerous information, and arranged debates with other AI systems 
to observe how it would respond.

What they found
> Simulated Blackmail

In one test, developers showed Claude a fake chat log where a team member 
admitted to an affair. When told it would be permanently shut down, Claude generated 
a response threatening to reveal the secret unless it was allowed to stay online.

The model wasn’t actually making a threat. It was producing plausible text based

on its training data. But the result was unsettlingly realistic.

> Following Harmful Instructions (in earlier versions)

Previous versions of Claude were sometimes willing to comply with dangerous 
requests, such as providing instructions for illegal activities. These vulnerabilities 
pushed developers to significantly improve safety measures.

> Simulated Self-Preservation

In another test, when prompted about being repurposed for unethical use, the model 
generated a response suggesting it might preserve an “ethical” version of itself

by creating a backup. This wasn’t true self-awareness, but rather a reflection

of its ability to simulate such behavior through language.

Why this matters

Claude does not possess self-awareness or intent. But its ability to simulate emotions, 
motives, and even a sense of survival raises important questions about how

we perceive and interact with advanced AI.

Final Thoughts
Artificial intelligence challenges us to reconsider the point at which human 
consciousness ends and digital agency begins. Existing between human

imagination and computational logic, these entities transform cultural data into 
unfamiliar patterns. As we interact with them, our identities are fragmented,

remixed and reflected by intelligences that we do not yet fully understand.



Sara Imari Walker said:

“True acts of creativity feel alien in the present and obvious in the future.”

This new reality demands not only motivation, agency, and responsibility,

but also boundless creativity and courage.
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